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1. SUMMARY: THE GOU, IN AN APRIL 24 COMMUNIQUE, DECLARED 
THAT THE RECENT OFFSHORE CONTAMINATION AFFECTING THE 
URUGUAYAN-BRAZILIAN COASTLINE WAS CAUSED BY STRONG SOUTHERLY 
WINDS AND ACCOMPANYING DRAINING OF FRESH- WATER LITTORAL 
LAGOONS IN LATE MARCH. PRESS HERE REPORTS INTERNAL DIS- 
AGREEMENT IN BRAZIL OVER THE EXACT CAUSE OF THE PHENOMENON: 
WHEREAS THE GOB STILL ADHERES TO THE "RED TIDE" THEORY, 

INDEPENDENT BRAZILIAN SCIENTISTS BELIEVE THE CONTAMINATION 
WAS CAUSED BY TOXIC CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES. THE TEXT OF THE 
APRIL 24 GOU COMMUNIQUE IS INCLUDED BELOW. END SUMMARY. 
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2. A POINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON APRIL 24 BY THE 
URUGUAYAN NATIONAL FISHING INSTITUTE AND THE OCEANO- 
GRAPHIC, HYDROGRAPHIC AND METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF THE 
URUGUAYAN NAVY STATES THAT THE RECENT OFFSHORE 
CONTAMINATION AFFECTING THE BRAZILIAN AND URUGUAYAN 
COASTLINES WAS CAUSED BY THE UNUSUALLY STRONG SOUTHERLY 
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WINDS AND ACCOMPANYING HIGH TIDES OF LATE MARCH. THE REPORT, 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY BOTH THE GOU AND THE URUGUAYAN- 
ARGENTINE JOINT MARITIME COMMISSION, STATES THAT DUE TO 
SUCH TIDAL FACTORS LARGE QUANTITIES OF SEA MOLLUSKS ARE 
COMMONLY DESTROYED AND FRESH- WATER LITTORAL LAGOONS 
DRAINED, THUS KILLING FISH DUE TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE. 

3. THE COMMUNIQUE ADAMANTLY DISCOUNTS THE "RED TIDE" 

THEORY OF THE BRAZILIAN MIINISTRY OF HEALTH, STATING 
THAT REPEATED SEA WATER AND SEA LIFE ANALYSES DO NOT 
REVEAL SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF DINOFLAGELLAE NECESSARY 
TO CAUSE SUCH A PHENOMENON. CHEMICAL CONTAMINANTS, 

SUCH AS MERCURY, ARSENIC, LEAD AND PESTICIDES ARE ALSO 
RULED OUT, AS THE GOU ANALYSIS DOES NOT REVEAL SUFFICIENT 
PROPORTIONS OF ANY OF THESE TOXIC SUBSTANCES NECESSARY 
TO AFFECT SEA LIFE OR HUMANS. THE REPORT CONCLUDES BY 
STATING THAT THE PHYSICAL/CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE COASTAL WATERS (OXYGEN LEVEL, SALINITY, TEMPERATURE, 

PH BALANCE, ETC.) PRESENTLY REVEAL NO ABNORMALITIES. 

4. LOCAL PRESS OF APRIL 24 REPORTS DISAGREEMENT BE- 
TWEEN THE OFFICIAL GOB AND INDEPENDENT BRAZILIAN 
SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS. ACCORDING TO PRESS THE GOB AND 
BRAZILIAN MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, PAULO DE ALMEIDA 
MACHADO, ASSERT THAT THE PHENOMENON WAS CAUSED BY THE 
"RED TIDE" (THE ACCELERATED REPRODUCTION OF MICRO- 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 MONTEV 01391 01 OF 02 271305Z 

ORGANIC DINOFLAGELLAE) WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY OCCURRED IN 
THE AREA IN 1943 AND 1963. HOWEVER, SEVERAL INDEPENDENT 
BRAZILIAN SCIENTISTS REPORTEDLY RELIEVE THAT THE CONTAM- 
INATION WAS CAUSED BY TOXIC CHEMICALS; I.E. MERCURY 
AND/OR AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDES WHICH, AS REPORTED IN 
REFTEL, ARE PRESENT IN LARGE QUANTITIES IN THE AFFECTED AREA. 

5. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE GOU COMMUNIQUE 
ISSUED ON APRIL 24, AS REPRINGTED BY THE LOCAL PRESS: 

QUOTE: A JOINT REPORT RECENTLY ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL 
FISHING INSTITUTE (INAPE) AND THE OCEANOGRAPHIC, HYDRO- 
GRAPHIC AND METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF THE NAVY (SOHMA), 

ON THE ECOLOGICAL PHENOMENON, ASSERTS THAT THE CAUSE 
OF THE DEATHS OF CLAMS AND SNAILS WAS DUE TO THE "HIGH 
FLOOD TIDES WHICH NORMALLY PRODUCE THESE EFFECTS." 

THE PRESENCE OF A HIGH INCIDENCE OF MORTALITY OF 
MOLLUSKS AND FISH REGISTERED ON THE ATLANTIC COAST OF 
URUGUAY, HAPPENED AFTER THE END OF MARCH WHEN MAJOR 
STORMS RAISED THE LEVEL OF THE SEA ENORMOUSLY. THE 
NATIONAL FISHING INSTITUTE (INAPE) AND THE OCEANOGRAPHIC, 
BYDROGRAPHIC AND METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF THE ARMY 
(SOHMA) ISSUED PRESS COMMUNIQUES DATED 4/7/78, 4/17,78, 
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4/18/78 AND 4/20/78. BECAUSE OE NEW LAND AND SEA 
STUDIES DONE BY THE RESEARCH SHIP "LAMATRA" BOTH ORGANI- 
ZATIONS CONSIDERED IT CONVENIENT TO ISSUE TOE FOLLOWING 
CONCLUSIONS: THE LAST INVESTIGATIONS HAVE CONFIRMED, 
ONCE MOR, THAT THE DEATHS OF CLAMS AND SNAILS IN THE 
EASTERN ZONE, WAS DUE TO THE HIGH ELOOD TIDES THAT 
NORMALLY PRODUCE THOSE EFEECTS. THE DEATHS OF FRESH- 
WATER FISH WERE CAUSED BY THE BREAKING OF THE SAND BARS 
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OF THE LITTORAL LAGOONS (ALSO CAUSED BY THE ABOVE-MEN- 
TIONED HIGH FLOOD TIDES), PERMITTING THE ENTRANCE OF 
SALTY WATER COMING FROM THE SEA AND ITS LATER DRAINING; 
THIS EFFECT DEPOSITED A QUANTITY OF DEAD EISH OVER THE 
SHORES OF LAGOONS AND NEAR THE DRAINAGE CHANNELS OF THE 
SAND BARS. THE NATIONAL FISHING INSTITUTE AND THE 
OCEANOGRAPHIC, HYDROGRAPHIC AND METEREOLOGICAL SERVICE 
OF THE NAVY CATEGORICALLY REJECTS THE EXISTENCE IN THIS 
CASE OE THE SO-CALLED "RED TIDE," DUE TO THE EACT THAT 
NO ABNORMAL COLORATION WAS REGISTERED IN THE WATERS; 
ALSO THAT EISH, BIRDS AND MAMMALS CONTINUED TO LIVE 
IN NARMAL CONDITIONS; THAT MANY INHABITANTS OF THE REGION 
ATE DEAD FISH BUT FRESH MOLLUSKS AND FISH WITHOUT SHOWING 
ANY SIGNS OR SYMPTOMS OF POSSIBLE POISONING; AND, 
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FUNDAMENTALLY, DUE TO THE REPEATED PLANKTON ANALYSIS 
DONE BY EXPERTS IN MARINE PLANKTOLOGY, WHICH DID NOT 
REVEAL THE PRESENCE OF MICROORGANISMS IN A PROPORTION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MONTEVOI39I 02 OF 02 271309Z 

THAT COULD CAUSE THIS PHENOMENON. IT HAS ALSO BEEN 
PROVEN THAT THE PHYSICAL-CHEMICAL FACTORS OF THE OCEAN 
SUCH AS LEVELS OF OXYGEN, SALTINESS, TEMPERATURE AND PH, 
ON THE BASIS OF SEVERAL ANALYSIS MADE ALONG THE COAST 
AND BY THE INVESTIGATION SHIP "LAMATRA," DO NOT INDICATE 
ABNORMAL CONDITION. IN VIEW OF THE LARGE AMOUNT OF 
CONTAMINANTS THAT MAY AFFECT THE MARINE RESOURCES, IT 
WAS CONSIDERED CONVENIENT FIRST OF ALL TO CHECK FOR: 
MERCURY, ARSENIC, LEAD AND THE WIDE VARIETY OF PESTICIDES, 
GIVING SPECIAL EMPHASIS TO THE SMPLING NEAR THE 
"TAQUARI" SHIP. NONE OF THE ANALYSIS DONE UP TO THE 
MOMENT IN COOPERATION WITH OTHER INSTITUTES, REVEAL THE 
EXISTENCE OF THESE CONTAMINANTS IN A PROPORTION THAT 
MIGHT HAVE AFFECTED SEA ORGANISMS OR HUMAN BEINGS. HOW- 
EVER, DUE TO THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THIS MATTER 
SHOULD BE TREATED, RESEARCH IS BEING CONTINUED. 

UNQUOTE. 

PEZZULLO 
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